t - IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

9" 

pplicant: William A. Gindlesperger Atty. Docket No. 085919.00004 

Serial No.: 09/450,023 Group Art Unit: 3624 

Filed: November 29, 1999 Examiner: Daniel S. Felten 

Invention: "APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR OBTAINING LOWEST 
BID FROM INFORMATION PRODUCT VENDORS" 

AMENDMENT C RECEIVED 

APR 2 5 inn? 

Assistant Commissioner of Patents ° £UQ3 

Washington, D C 20231 GftO(JP 360Q 

SIR: 

In response to the Office Action dated February 10, 2003, please amend the 
application as follows: 
REMARKS 

Applicant thanks the Examiner for acknowledging the receipt of Applicant's 
Supplemental Amendment filed January 30, 2003. Applicant respectfully requests 
reconsideration of the prior art rejections set forth by the Examiner under 35 U.S.C. §103. 
Applicant respectfully submits that the prior art references of record, whether considered 
alone, or in combination, fail to either teach or suggest Applicant's presently claimed 
invention. 

More specifically, all of the claims in the application currently stand rejected as being 
obvious in light of the combined teachings of United States Patent No. 5,794,207 to Walker 
referenced by the Examiner as "WA207" and United States Patent No. 5,659,731 to 
Gustafson. In the latest office action, the Examiner has again recognized the deficiency of 
the WA207 reference in that at the very least, it fails to disclose automatically comparing "or 
matching" vendor records to job data and automatically identifying at least one group from 
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CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION/MAILING 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited with the United^tates Postal Service with sufficient postage as 
first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D C20 231 on this date: 



4/18/03 




This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.ST The^rlfbrrnation is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by-GSU.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



